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SUMMARY OF SURVEY RESULTS 
GRASSHOPPERS 
With a few exceptions, most areas of Idaho did not have heavy grasshopper infestations in 2002.   
 
There was no significant recurrence of the 2001 grasshopper outbreaks in Valley County except 
in areas that were not treated by State and private programs in 2001.   
 
An incipient, potentially heavy, outbreak was detected in the area south of the Snake River along 
the Twin Falls, Elmore, and Owyhee County boundaries.  We anticipate that this infestation may 
expand and possibly intensify in 2003. 
 
There were also significant infestations along Bennett Mountain in Elmore County, near Richfield 
in Lincoln County, from Elba to Almo in Cassia County, and south of Malad City in Oneida 
County. 
 
Species composition consisted primarily of Aulocara ellioti, Oedaleontus enigma, and Camnula 
pellucida.  Melanoplus sanguinipes continues to occur only sporadically in significant population 
densities.  Heavy populations of Melanoplus bivittatus and Melanoplus packardii were observed 
in limited areas.  The infestation in Owyhee County includes Cratypedes neglectus. 
 
The prolonged autumn season should have allowed exceptional oviposition opportunities and 
there are currently no factors that would indicate any reason to expect major increases or 
decreases in overall grasshopper populations in 2003.  
 
 
 

SIGNIFICANT 2002 GRASSHOPPER SURVEY RESULTS 
________________________________________________________________ 
County                           Acres infested at more than 8 grasshoppers per sq. yd. 
   BLM  National  State  Private 
     Forest                Land                    Lands 
Bear Lake         10,000 
Bingham           5,000 
Blaine      2,000       17,000 
Caribou            5,000 
Cassia      2,000       18,000 
Elmore   100,000      15,000 
Franklin            8,000 
Gooding     8,000         2,000 
Lincoln      5,000       65,000 
Oneida      2,500  2,500     20,000 
Owyhee   30,000 
Twin Falls     2,000         6,000 
Valley            5,000 
Total        151,500 2,500    176,000 



 

 
MORMON CRICKETS 
The Mormon cricket infestation which has been building in the Mayfield area or Elmore County 
increased in density and extent in 2002.  Extremely high population levels, exceeding 2500 per 
sq. yd. in the early spring, were present throughout the Boise and Danskin Fronts in Elmore, Ada, 
and Boise Counties.  This infestation extends approximately 80 miles from Horseshoe Bend to 
King Hill, and includes about 515,000 acres of rangeland.  Interesting highlights of this infestation 
included:  
 
 Several bands crossed the South Fork of the Boise River and climbed onto the tablelands
 of Smith’s Prairie in Elmore County where they invaded hayfields and pastures. 
 

Large numbers of crickets crossed Lucky Peak Reservoir where they created a major 
nuisance for boaters and other recreationalists.  Substantial flocks of seagulls fouled 
boat dock areas while and after feeding on the crickets. 
 
Crickets appeared in high densities along Highway 55 near Horseshoe Bend, and Boise 
County Emergency Services personnel set up warning signs to alert drivers to slick road 
conditions.  

 
 
There is also an infestation of about 50,000 acres of Mormon crickets on the northern foothills of 
the Owyhee Mountains in Owyhee County and an emerging infestation in Oneida County south of 
Malad City. 
 
The prolonged autumn season should have allowed exceptional oviposition opportunities and 
there are currently no factors that would indicate any major decrease in overall Mormon cricket 
populations in 2003.  We anticipate the large infestation in Elmore, Ada and Boise Counties has 
not yet reached its peak.  
 
 

SIGNIFICANT 2002 MORMON CRICKET SURVEY RESULTS 
________________________________________________________________ 
County                        Acres infested at more than 8 Mormon crickets per sq. yd. 
   BLM  National  State  Private 
     Forest                Lands                  Lands 
Ada     10,000     5,000   60,000 
Boise       5,000     1,000   34,000 
Elmore   200,000 100,000 30,000   70,000 
Gem       6,000        2,000 
Oneida          10,000 
Owyhee    40,000    5,000     5,000 
Washington      12,000__________________________ 
Total    261,000  112,000 41,000  181,000  
 
 



 

SUMMARY OF COMPLAINTS AND TREATMENTS 
Many members of the public, especially along the Boise and Danskin Fronts in Ada and Elmore 
Counties voiced general complaints about Mormon crickets throughout the spring and summer.  
There were also scattered complaints about grasshoppers and Mormon crickets from 
southeastern Idaho.  Most of these complaints did not lead to official requests for treatment from 
federal land management agencies. 
 
USDA APHIS Plant Protection and Quarantine received from federal land managers a total of 
17 official complaints about grasshoppers and Mormon crickets on federal lands.  We conducted 
4 treatments in response to 5 of these complaints. 
 

The treatment that responded to 2 complaints was on 35 acres of BLM land along a 
fence line near Oakley in Cassia County.  Camnula pellucida was the grasshopper 
species.  Population density was 40 per sq. yd. 
 
Another treatment was 205 acres of BLM land south of Bliss in Elmore and Twin Falls 
Counties. Aulocara ellioti and Oedaleontus enigma were present at 15 per sq. yd. 
 
Another treatment was 10 acres near Richfield in Lincoln County for Camnula pellucida at 
30 per sq. yd. 
 
Another treatment was 340 acres of National Forest and BLM land north of Mountain 
Home in Elmore County.  Anabrus simplex was present at 20 per sq. yd. 
 
Total BLM lands treated amounted to 270 acres; 20 acres by air and 250 acres by 
ground.  Total National Forest treated amounted to 320 acres; all by air.  All treatments 
were with 5% carbaryl bait at 10 pounds per acre. 

 
The other 12 official complaints did not result in treatment by Plant Protection and Quarantine 
because either--- 
 
 Insects were on private land and not on federal land, 
 Sagebrush exceeded 5% coverage on the site, or 
             Numbers of insects present did not justify treatment 
 
Idaho State Department of Agriculture (ISDA) treated 800 acres of state lands on Danskin 
Mountain, over 30 miles of rural roadside rights of way in Elmore County and 125 acres of state 
lands on Horseshoe Bend Hill in Boise County with 5% carbaryl bait.  The Elmore County 
treatments were to protect rangeland, and the Boise County treatment was to protect traffic on 
highway 55 from danger caused by crickets making the roadway slick. 
 
In addition to the treatments applied to state lands, ISDA participated in cost-share with private 
land managers across southern Idaho. 
 
ISDA provided 5% Carbaryl bait to agricultural landowners for application to their own land.  
Amounts distributed (in pounds of 5% bait) were: 

 
Ada County         500 
Bear Lake County        300 
Bingham County      2050 
Boise County       4544 
Bonneville County      2050 
Camas County       1050 
Cassia County       3500 



 

Elmore County   123482 
Franklin County       1900 
Fremont County       2600 
Gem County       5500 
Gooding County        750 
Jefferson County      1350 
Lincoln County     17000 
Madison County      3000 
Oneida County       2000 
Owyhee County       1300 
Power County         600 
Twin Falls County       2300 
Valley County        2050 
Washington County       1950 
Total     182276 

 
The efforts put forth by private landowners on Smith Prairie, Elmore County, were especially 
noteworthy.  In association with the Elmore County Extension Agent, they organized community 
action work groups that hauled tons of bait from the county storage unit and spread the bait on 
private range and crop lands.  Although there was loss to hay crops when the crickets first 
reached the area, the combined efforts of the ranchers prevented extensive damage.      
 
ISDA also provided cost-share support for aerial applications of insecticides.  These treatments 
included six blocks totaling 3,570 acres.  Treatments utilized Furadan, Asana, Malathion, Atrapa, 
Sevin, and Dimethoate.  Two more area-wide projects were considered in Lincoln and Oneida 
counties, but participants decided to forgo treatment because it was too late in the season.  They 
anticipate area-wide treatments with dimilin in 2003 if populations persist. 
 
NEW ENVIRIONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION 
In May, USDA APHIS and US Forest Service initialized and completed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) that moved the responsibility for preparing Environmental Documentation 
under National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) from Forest Service to APHIS.  Subsequently, 
Boise Office personnel of USDA APHIS PPQ prepared an Environmental Assessment (EA) for 
the National Forest lands infested with Mormon crickets in Elmore, Ada and Boise Counties. 
 
Lower Snake BLM Region also completed an EA which expanded the areas subject to treatment 
for Mormon crickets.  This EA allowed treatment of rangeland that was not within ¼ mile of crops.  
It did, however retain all the other provisions of the EA published by BLM in 2000 and the 
provisions of the settlement agreement from the lawsuit in 2000.  These provisions included a 
prohibition on treatment of land with more than 5% sagebrush cover until after July 15, and a 
prohibition of all pesticides except for Carbaryl bait. 
 
USDA APHIS PPQ published Rangeland Grasshopper and Mormon Cricket Suppression 
Program Final Environmental Impact Statement – 2002 in August.  This Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) provides programmatic coverage for 17 western states and addresses the 
insecticidal options available to USDA APHIS PPQ when requests for suppression of 
grasshopper/Mormon crickets are received from land managers.  A Record of Decision (ROD) 
was issued in accordance with NEPA October 15th.  The EIS and ROD are available at 
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ppd/es/gh.html 
 
USDA APHIS and BLM are currently negotiating a MOU which will move the responsibility for 
preparing NEPA documentation from BLM to APHIS.  In a forward-leaning posture, USDA APHIS 
PPQ has begun scoping activities and other actions which are intended to result in completion of 
an EA for grasshopper and Mormon cricket suppression on rangeland in southern Idaho.  
Targeted completion date is February 28, 2003.  
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GRASSHOPPERS PER SQ. YD

!  LESS THAN 8

!  8  OR MORE

IDAHO GRASSHOPPER SURVEY RESULTS
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CRICKET BANDS PRESENT!



 

 


